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What a great summer it has been at the FHC in 2025.  We have had groups from 
Temple Israel of West Bloomfield, Camp Agudah, and various families visiting our 
historical, beautiful synagogue. We want to thank Rabbi Mitch Parker for bringing his 
group from the Detroit area. They had a ball and so did we. We had good attendance at 
our monthly book club, and regular third Wednesday movies. Thank you to everyone 
who has attended. 
 
High Holiday Services 
 
There will be a community dinner on September 22nd, Erev Rosh Hashanah at 6:30 PM 
with services following at 8 PM. Our regular Rosh Hashanah service led by our Rabbi 
Alan Cohen, will be on September 23rd, eginning at 10 AM with Tashlich Service at the 
clock tower at the south end of North Shore Drive, on the river at 4:30 PM. Bring your 
sins in the form of cereal and bread as the ducks and fish are waiting for them. Services 
will resume on the last day of Rosh Hashanah, September 24th at 10 AM. We hope you 
will join us. 
Shabbat Shuvah services will be held Saturday morning, September 27th at10:00 AM. 
Mark your calendar for the return of our Apples and Honey Celebration of the Holidays 
at Crane Orchards on the 28th of September beginning at 10:30 AM. Bring your 
appetite as we will have honey making displays, arts and crafts and plenty of cider and 
donuts. Any questions concerning this event, please call Sharona Shapiro at 248-321-
4532. 
Yom Kippur services will start with Kol Nidre on October 1st at 7:00 PM and continue on 
Thursday the 2nd at 10:00 AM with a break at approximately 2:00 PM until 5:45PM. 
Break the fast and Shofar blowing will be at 8:00 PM following the Neilah service at 5:45 
PM. 

 



FHC Board 
 
Our yearly Board of Directors election has taken place with no new additions or 
subtractions, so it was unanimously approved to retain the board and their positions 
from the past fiscal year. Our Board has been incredibly active and we all applaud their 
dedication and efforts. Kudos to Dana Hullinger and all that he has accomplished with a 
great example being the beautiful and safe new rear entrance of the synagogue. 
FHC board meetings are held on the third Sunday of every month at 10:00am, and all 
are invited to attend. 

 
 
FHC Centennial Celebration 
 
We are in the planning stages of our centennial celebration taking place in 2027. It is 
going to be a celebration to remember.  If you would like to join the committee and add 
your ideas, please contact Dana Hullinger at dana.hullinger@gmail.com. 
 
Michigan Jewish Historical Association 
 
On September10 and 11, 24 participants from the Michigan Jewish Historical 
Association visited South Haven. On Tuesday night they were treated to a dinner at 
Sleepy Hollow Resort hosted by Debbie Ehrlich. On Wednesday morning they had the 
opportunity to visit our beautiful synagogue. Barry Fidelman and Lynda Warshawsky 
spoke about the past and present here at First Hebrew Congregation. This was followed 
by a bus tour of some of the old resorts narrated by Lynda. A video was shown on the 
bus of some of our old members sharing their memories of the good old days here in 
South Haven. Participants had lunch downtown with a chance to shop and buy 
souvenirs of our scenic city. They were very impressed by what they saw, especially our 
beautiful synagogue. 
 
Congregation B’nai Israel Retreat at FHC 
 
Our synagogue recently welcomed Congregation B'nai Israel of West Bloomfield for 
their slichot weekend retreat. Led by Rabbi Mitchell Parker, South Haven First Hebrew 
Congregation members and our visitors enjoyed shabbat services, delicious meals and 
multiple study sessions. Saturday evening's highlights included havdalah, a study 
discussion on the subject of forgiveness, and the communal readings and melodies 
associated with slichot services. Many thanks to Barry Fidelman, John Marcotte, 
Shelley Sommerfeld and Sharona Shapiro for all of their efforts towards making the 
shabbat and slichot services so meaningful. 
 
Todah Rabah 
 
We would be remiss in not mentioning our kitchen volunteers Shelley Sommerfeld, Chef 
Barry Fidelman and David & Renee Kaplan for their assistance. We are looking for 
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volunteers to join the committee for upcoming events such as the Rosh Hashanah 
dinner, break the fast following Yom Kippur and the Hanukkah party. If you would like to 
join and assist, please contact Shelley at lakeswimmer53@gmail.com. or by phone or 
text at 269-217-1160. 
 
Shabbat Services 2026 
 
Your Board is working hard to arrange Friday night reform services for the upcoming 
2026year. We wish to increase to at least 6 Friday nights thorough the Summer 
Season. Our Orthodox services need no help as they were well attended every 
Saturday morning and will continue for the 2026 season. 
________________________________________ 
 
Sponsorship Opportunities 
 
Anyone wishing to honor a friend or family member may sponsor a Friday night Oneg or 
any other event by donating $180.00 to the Shul and indicating who is to be honored. 
They will be recognized at the event. To make your donation, please go to our website 
and click the Donate button. You may also contact Shelley Sommerfield or Barry 
Fidelman at 269-206-0659. 
 
Mitzvah Opportunity 
 
Anyone wanting to do a wonderful mitzvah can visit Michael Slotnick at River Ridge 
Convalescent Center. He would so appreciate the visit. 
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